
 

 

 

 

Inge-Vera Lipsius 
Presents 

Facility 111:  
A Government 

Experiment 
Assembly Rooms, Front Room  

31 July – 17 Aug (not 12 Aug) | 11:25 
 
A surreal new piece of experimental theatre told entirely in darkness 
Featured in Lyn Gardner’s Top 20 Picks for the Edinburgh Fringe 2025 

Facility 111 is a surreal new play/audio experience, written and performed live by Inge-Vera Lipsius in 
her Edinburgh Fringe debut. Taking place in complete darkness, it asks audiences to visualise poetic 
images in two different, but interconnected cities—one made of glass, another of sand. Tackling 
themes of migration, women’s rights, and empathy, Facility 111 is a bold new approach in non-visual 
storytelling. Through the guise of a sci-fi government experiment, the play asks: Are we ultimately less 
different from one another than we might think?  

Facility 111 has its Edinburgh Previews at the Omnibus Theatre, Clapham, on July 20 and 23, 19:30. It 
had its first previews at the Old Red Lion and FUSE International Festival earlier this year. The piece 
was developed as part of the Edinburgh Lab at Soho Theatre, London. 

Inge-Vera Lipsius is an American-Dutch director, writer, and performer. She has staged sold-out 
productions in London and Amsterdam and is a graduate of the University of Cambridge and Ecole 
Philippe Gaulier. Recently, her play Quad Loop—the first play on the doping scandal surrounding 
Kamila Valieva at the 2022 Winter Olympics—was one of six pieces selected, from over 300 
submissions, for the Bomb Factory Theatre New Writing Showcase at the Bush Theatre. 

Last year, Quad Loop had its sold-out UK premiere at Pushkin House in Bloomsbury, London, ahead of 
the 2024 Summer Games. Lipsius made her directorial debut at The Merchant House, Amsterdam, 
with Paranoia (2022/23), her adaptation (the first stage adaptation) of the post-war novella by the 
classic Dutch author Willem Frederik Hermans. 

“Experimental, minimalistic. I would like to see more of her work.” Neerlandistiek 
“A significant cultural event.” ZIMA (both for previous work)  

Show Title: Facility 111: A Government Experiment Venue: Assembly Rooms, Front Room  
Time: 11:25 Length: 45 mins Dates: 31 July – 17 August (not 12 Aug)  
Tickets: £12 (£11 concessions) / £8 preview on 31 July Age rating: 14+ (Guideline) 
Bookings: www.assemblyfestival.com or 0131 623 3030  

Media enquiries should be sent to Jonathan Walfisz, j.walfisz@hotmail.co.uk, Inge-Vera Lipsius, 
ivlipsius@gmail.com or press@assemblyfestival.com  
 
Press images are available to download here: www.merchanthouse.nl/facility-111 
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